150          FEDERALISM IN  CENTRAL  AND  EASTERN  EUROPE
Bohemian monarchy 1 had its origin in one of the more successful attempts in the eastern colonial parts of the " Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation ", to build up that domestic dynastic power necessary for winning imperial hegemony. Brandenburg-Prussia, the later and more successful competitor of the Hapsburgs for German hegemony, originated in another such attempt. The Hapsburg monarchy itself gained European importance only in consequence of the fact that, apart from the relatively weak foundations of the historic Austrian (i.e. Alpine) territories, it was able to build on the ruins of another and for a time more successful dynastic power which the Luxemburg dynasty had formed round Bohemia. This power broke down, mainly for the reason that the imperial policy of the Luxemburg rulers and the alliance it involved with the Roman Catholic Church brought them into conflict with the national upheaval of the Czech people and led to the first continental anti-feudal revolution, which culminated in the Hussite wars.
During the two hundred and fifty years preceding the final taking shape of the Danubian monarchy,a more than one attempt was made to assemble a Bohemian-Austro-Hungarian bloc, with a view to the dominating influence the rulers of such a bloc might exercise in Germany as well as in Eastern Europe. Each of the constituent parts had more than once taken the initiative. Bohemia led the way under Przemysl Ottokar II in the years 1250-76, to be followed by Hungary under Matthias Corvinus (1485) after the Luxemburg agreements for settling those claims of inheritance which were to form the legal basis of Hapsburg rule. Hapsburg Austria came to the fore under Albrecht I in 1307 and Albrecht II in 1438. The pertinacity of these attempts indicates the existence of certain economic links between these countries throughout the Middle Ages. But the failure of all efforts before 1526 proves the impossibility of solving the problem, in its feudal form, on the basis of comparatively equal,, autonomous constituent units.
The Turkish victory at Mohacs (1526) resulted not only in
1 The nineteenth to twentieth-century Hapsburg monarchy, of which we are speaking, included, in spite of expansion in some directions, only a part of the Austrian-Burgundian-Spanish heritage of the fifteenth to the seventeenth century Hapsburg dynasty.   But the formation of the Danubian monarchy would have been quite impossible but for the economic resources of Burgundy and Spain,
2 Since the first formation of a Bohemian state in the seventh century there had been periodical attempts to unite Bohemia and Austria,   We can neglect them here as they evidently lacked any common economic foundation and hardly influenced later developments.